
NANAIMO BALLROOM DANCE SOCIETY 
Annual General Meeting 

held Sept. 22, 2002 at the Best Western Northgate Inn 
 
1) Call to order:  The President, Andrea Bonkowski called the meeting to order at 6:40 PM and 

declared a quorum to be present. 
 
2) Agenda:  The proposed agenda was approved.   
 
3) Minutes of 2001 AGM:  The minutes from last year’s AGM were published in the October 2001 

edition of the Silver Slipper.  Deborah Wilson handed out copies to all who were present.  Nelson 
Wong brought to our attention that the bylaw amendments passed last year was to be amended in 
Section 10.01 adding the word "amateur" before the word competition.  This change will be made 
during the next bylaw revision. The minutes were adopted with one abstention. 

 
4) Reports: 
 
Treasurer’s Report (John Maher): 
 
The Bottom Line: we spent more than we made this year. 
We had planned to use some of our accumulated surplus, and costs were higher than planned, 
resulting in a deficit of $2797 for the year ending July 31, 2002.   
 

Revenues included $22,116 in sales for the IFB 2002, $10,286 in admissions to Friday dances,  
$2963 in bar ticket sales, $2290 in IFB sponsorships, $630 for membership dues, $608 in interest on 
GICs, $574 for admission to workshops, and $441 in drop in fees at practices.  Costs included 
$26,443 for IFB 2002, $4023 for Bowen rentals, $3713 for dinner dance catering, $2804 for bar 
supplies and service, $1846 for Dancesport Committee practice space, and $1000 for scholarships 
and bursaries.  The net results were losses of $2037 for the IFB and $1405 for the Dancesport 
Committee, and surpluses of $159 for bar service and $1664 for Friday dances.  The club’s fixed 
costs exceeded income from membership, interest and donations by $353. 
 

The Friday dances were again not well attended.  Many dances last year had attendance less 
than 55, which is the break-even number for the minimum hall rental.  The average cost of  
the hall was $3.50 per person, $1.00 per person more than the $2.50 per member if the 
minimum hall rental  attendance was reached. In spite of that, the Friday Dances were, on 
average, slightly profitable, raising approximately $72 per dance, down from $95 per dance 
the previous year.   
 

The boozers contributed a total of about $160 to the club at Friday dances, down from $800 
last year.  Part of the decrease in net surplus was due to payment of our bartender for each 
night, rather than having a volunteer (mainly Chester) on many nights. 
 

At the Special General Meeting held on January 13, 2002, we presented the revised financial 
statements for the year ending July 31, 2001.  Those statements showed Accounts 
Receivable of $1782, of which $1500 was the amount determined to be a discrepancy in the 
books for the year ending July 31, 2000.  Of that amount, $843 has been recovered, and a 
plan is in place to recover the rest during the coming year. 
 

New systems put in place this year included quarterly reviews by the new Finance Committee 
of the club bookkeeping, and monthly reconciliation with the bank statement.  These have 
provided assurance that all deposits and expenses are well accounted for.  The regular 
tracking of revenue and expenses on Excel worksheets has proven effective and should be 

continued. 
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I recommend to the new executive a focus on control of spending to a sustainable level, 
along with renewed focus on promotion to attract new and former members to dancing. 
 
David Bonkowski made a motion that we readjust the 2002 financial statements to show a separate 
category to account for the difference in door receipts.  This will be shown as a miscellaneous 
expense.  In the future the treasurer will reconcile each dance and make any appropriate adjustments 
when the dance receipts are deposited.  All in favour. 
 
Nelson Wong made a motion that we approve the financial statements handed out tonight and a 
miscellaneous adjustment be made for overages/shortages.  David Bonkowski seconded, all in favour 
except for one abstention. 
 
We have prepaid for five years for our domain page.  This amount was included in the office 
administration and licences expense. 
 
DanceSport Committee (Nelson Wong): 
 
It was a quiet year. Weekly practice space and administer accounts for competitors. Financial 
restraints are due to cost of practice venues.  Nelson intends to have a Friday night practice each 
Friday evening at Bowen Park.  He has ordered entertainment books to sell as a revenue generator. 
Keith suggested the funds from the sale of the entertainment books be allocated 50% to the individual 
dancer selling the book and 50% to the DanceSport Committee.  Nelson looked into casino money 
and this is no longer an option under the current Liberal government. Nelson thanked everyone for 
their support. 
 
Door & Tables (Tom Webber): 
 
Getting volunteers to set up the tables was not an issue between the DanceSport Committee and 
volunteers it was always covered.  Getting enough people to volunteer at the door was more difficult.  
Tom asked if the volunteer board wasn't working and felt it should be made more visible at our Friday 
night dances.  Tina suggested we dispense with the table cloths at the regular Friday night dances 
and that they only be used for special events.  Tom also suggested that the M/C for the evening could 
make an announcement that the last person leaving their table fold the tablecloth. 
 
Music (John Maher): 
 
We have five members who have done the music this year. Thank you to Nelson, Bob Green, Dave 
Stevenson and Ed Hong for playing DJ.  Dave Lorette also prepared music for one dance but was 
unable to attend in person.  We now have 136 CDs in the club collection, including 8 purchased this 
year.  

 
The Music Committee produced 8 additional dances this summer at Newcastle Island in partnership 
with Arenaria Research (the BC Parks interpretation contractor).  Special thanks go to Dave and 
Norma Stevenson and Bob and Helen Green for volunteering as DJs and providing instruction (old 
time sequence and western two-step).  We also enjoyed volunteer instruction from Susan Peach 
(salsa), David Seath (swing) and Tom and Sally Webber (West Coast swing).  Although few club 
members attended, guests from Victoria to Abbotsford made special trips to attend, and several drop-
in tourists enjoyed the dances.  Thanks to the free use of the hall and the volunteers who helped out, 
we netted $117 at the July dances and over $200 in August. 
 
Our portable sound system is in good condition (except for the CD player) and was used at the 8 
dances at Newcastle Island.  The CD player was behaving erratically and may need to be replaced.  I 
recommend that a new, professional quality CD player be purchased. 
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Newsletter (Keni Lorette): 
 
Absent and no report. 
 
Phoning and Promotion (Sara Treutler): 
 
Fill in please Sara 
 
Web 
 
 
Bar (Chester Scott): 
• Chester indicated we still need more people to help out as Marilyn quite often isn’t available. 
• We have approximately $200 worth of liquor on hand. 
 
Food (Maureen Rumney): 
• No report 
 
Decoration (Ingrid Perry): 
• Ingrid wasn't present and the meeting recognized her great contribution over the past year. 
 
Librarian (Bruce Joiner): 
 
The video library continues to be a benefit for NBDS members.  The club has 5 new videos and 1 new 
DVD for a total of 67 videos.  38 were out on loan during the last year.  The library budget was $200 
for the year of which nothing was spent. 
 
For dancers who want to hone their skills, learn new figures or even just the name of some figures, 
phone the librarian - it can inspire your dancing. 
 
Awards (Keith Wilson): 
 
The purpose of the awards program is to help defray the high costs of competitive dancing incurred by 
our local competitors.  Funding for this program is obtained from the proceeds of the previous year's 
Island Fantasy Ball.  Based on the surplus generated by IFB 2001, the Board decided to award a total 
of $1000 in scholarships and bursaries to NBDS members who are actively competing in dancesport. 
 
The selection criteria used for the scholarship program was based on the points awarded each 
candidate in sanctioned competitions during a specified period, and the bursary program was based the 
level of competition activity of each candidate, coupled with an area of need.  The period of competition 
activity for this year's awards was between January 1, 2001 and May 31, 2002. 
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After considering these criteria, the Awards Committee selected the following winners from the 
competitors who applied: 
 

2002 Scholarship/Bursary Awards 

Applicant  
Scholarship   

 Bursary Total  

    

Zillion Wong  $      125.00   $        125.00 

Michaela Konecny  $      125.00  $     125.00  $        250.00 

Kevin Fahy  $      125.00   $        125.00 

Kimberly Beerman  $      125.00   $        125.00 

Billy Ngo  $        75.00   $         75.00 

Christine Gossland  $        75.00   $         75.00 

Jane Garcia   $     125.00  $        125.00 

Tom & Sally Webber   $     100.00  $        100.00 

    

Total Award  $      650.00  $     350.00  $     1,000.00 
 
The 2002 Awards Committee wishes these competitors the best of success in the forthcoming 
competition year. 
 
Demonstrations (Marilyn Metcalf): 
 
This committee hasn't been nearly as active this year as past years.  We participated in: 
 
1. Woodgrove mall's fall club registration event (Sept. 2001) at Centre Court 
I would like to thank: 
 
John who did the music using the NBDS sound system 
Jim and  Della Burrell 
Joe McPeek and Karen Halverson  
And anyone else who may have participated who demonstrated a variety of dances in a limited 
amount of space (out of town). 
 
Also a thank you to the members who sat at the promotion table: 
Jim and  Della Burrell 
Joe McPeek and Karen Halverson  
Deborah and Keith 
Andrea 
 
At the Festival of Trees dinner auction last November we were the after dinner feature entertainment 
dancing to Steve Jones Big Band with couples dancing tango, cha cha, rumba, samba and waltz 
followed by a group jive. 
 
Thanks to Zillion, Michaela, Billy and Christine for participating and to Bruce for participating with me.  
Even though we had to wait in the change room for an extra hour or so because they were running 
late, it was fun. 
 
2001 we put on 3 demos: 
Nanaimo City Centre Association in December (received $50) 
Rutherford Mall for the Nanaimo  Arts Council  
Newcastle Island tea dance in July 
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Is anyone else interested in the photo album? 
 
Nelson arranged demos for the BC Summer Games opening and closing ceremonies, but only the 
Swing Kids participates and NBDS was not promoted.  Robson Square in the summer. 
 
IFB Report (Andrea Bonkowski): 
 
TO BE FILLED IN BY ANDREA 
 
Phoning (Sara Treutler): 
• Sara thanked everyone who helped: Mac and Dorothy Atkinson, Ann Parker, Helen Green, Jim 

and Della Burrell and Maureen. 
• On average the members are called at the beginning of each month and sometimes twice per 

month if there is the need. 
• If anyone makes long distance calls, they are reimbursed. 
 
President (Andrea Bonkowski: 
 
TO BE FILLED IN BY ANDREA 
 
 
5) Elections: 
 

Board of Directors: 
 
President – David Bonkowski  
Vice-President – Nelson  Wong  
Secretary – Sara Treutler 
Treasurer – Sally Webber  
Past President – Andrea Bonkowski 

  
Members at large (elected): 

Keith Wilson 
John Maher 
Tina Maher 
Maureen Rumney 
Tom Webber 

 
Committees: 
 
 Phoning - Sara Treutler 
 Promotion - John Maher 
 Bar - Chester Scott 
 Food - Maureen Rumney 
 Music - John Maher 
 Door/Tables - Tom Webber 
 DanceSport Nanaimo - Nelson Wong 
 Newsletter - Keni Lorette 
 Dance Demonstrations - Marilyn Metcalf 
 Website - Andrea Bonkowski 
 Librarian - Bruce Joiner 
 Membership - Keith Wilson 
 Entertainment - Nelson Wong (with help from Lucy Whittam) 
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6) New Business: 
 
A meeting of the new Board will be held on October 16 (15?), 6:30 pm at Keith and Deborah's  
 
Adjourned 10:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 


