
NANAIMO BALLROOM DANCE SOCIETY 
Annual General Meeting 

held Sept. 24, 2000 at the Ramada at Long Lake 
 
1) Call to order:  The President, Keith Wilson called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM and declared a 

quorum to be present. 
 
2) Agenda:  The proposed agenda was approved. 
 
3) Minutes of 1999 AGM:  The minutes from last year’s AGM were published in the October 1999 

edition of the Silver Slipper.  Copies were available.  The minutes were approved. 
 
4) Reports: 
 
Treasurers Report (Winnie Hull): 
• Winnie passed out a financial report.  Both revenue and operating expenditures were down from 

last year; fewer dances were held and the facility rental per dance was higher.  Overall, NBDS 
generated a surplus of $858, $656 of which was due to IFB 2000. 

• There was also an adjustment made to the 1998/99 financial statement of $2,153 for hall rental fees 
that were not paid.  The revised surplus for 1998/1999 is $1,467.  IFB 1999 contributed $2,511. 

• In the discussion following,  a recommendation was made to the next Board to optimize the interest 
earned on our current assets 

• MOTION:  Mike Brierley moved to accept the report as presented.  Seconded by Ed Sargent. 
CARRIED. 

 
IFB Report (Keith Wilson): 
• Keith mentioned that IFB 2000 was covered in a report published in the latest editions of 

DanceSport BC’s Dancin’ magazine and the NBDS Silver Slipper.   
• In summary, the IFB contained a number of new features: 

• the show couple was the current World Professional Ten Dance Champions 
• a top amateur couple was invited from Montreal to offer a challenge to the BC competitors and 

provide entertainment value to the audience 
• lights and sound were broadcast onto the dance floor and away from the audience 
• an on-site concession helped to reduce the number of people bringing food into the auditorium 
• change rooms and a large practice area were placed close to the marshalling area 
• better placement of television crews did not interfere with the audience view 

• We basically followed the same floor plan. Our main problem, as in previous years, was in selling 
the second row tables.  This year, most of the unsold second row seats were sold at riser prices 

• the next IFB committee should address the second row table problem with some fresh ideas  
• copies of the IFB 2000 financial statements were handed out 
 
Door and Tables Report (Ed Sargent): 
• Ed had some problems in getting people to volunteer, and thanked everyone who helped out 
• Last year we looked into getting students from Malaspina to help out at the door and the bar, 

although we never called anyone in 
• The table cloths were not replaced, since new ones were of poorer quality than our present ones 
• Andrea Bonkowski volunteered her time to make linen table cloths if we wanted to replace our 

existing plastic ones.  She also suggested that people could take turns laundering them 
 
Music (John Maher): 
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• The club bought a small number of CD’s this year; we now have a total of 121 
• We had three active music people this year – Nelson Wong, John Maher, and Bob Green. Ed Hong 

helped out as well 
• John is encouraging new people to take on this task, and is getting some interest 
• We acquired some lights to go with the glitter ball and constructed a frame to hang the assembly 

from the ceiling at Bowen Park 
 
Workshops (John Maher): 
• John reported that we had a workshop on the first Friday dance of each month; they are scheduled 

through to December.  This was to encourage better attendance.  However we need to re-think how 
we hold workshops, and possibly charge a fee 

 
Venue (John Maher): 
• The rent went up this year 
• The floor quality is not as good 
 
Food (Maureen Rumney): 
• We have had some problems in getting volunteers 
• Irene looked after the snack several times when no one volunteered 
• Suggestion from a member – have 2 for 1 pizzas 
• Maureen thanked all people who did the food 
• John advised that someone said to him that people could bring food themselves, which they pay for 

and the club would provide coffee and tea 
 
Entertainment and Decoration (John Maher, for Ingrid Perry): 
• Ingrid did most of the decorating and did a great job 
 
Bar (Chester Scott): 
• Chester thanked everyone who filled in for him – Mike Brierley, Jim Beaman, Max Treutler and John 

Maher 
• We have Monica as a backup bartender when Marilyn can’t make it 
 
Librarian (Marilyn Metcalf): 
• We have 14 videos – 2 new, 2 on order, 4 audio CD’s, a coffee table book on International dancing, 

and several photo albums of IFB and NBDS events 
• Borrowing from the library has been steady 
• Andrea has a friend who is no longer dancing and gave her approximately 25 dance video tapes, 

which she is willing to donate to the club 
 
Newsletter (Keni Lorette): 
• There were 7 issues this year – January, February, April, June, September, October and November 
• When anyone has news, pass it on to Keni 
• Black and white pictures work well for the newsletter; colour are costly to print 
 
Demonstration dance and promotion (Winnie Hull): 
• Nelson did the majority of the demo coordinating 
• Keith arranged the mall set up for the September 23 weekend 
• We are continuing with advertisments in the Parks & Recreation brochure 
 
Phoning (Sara Treutler): 
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• Sara wasn’t at the meeting – no report 
 
Database (Keith Wilson): 
• Keith kept it up to date on a regular basis – this list was provided to the phoning committee 
• He has not printed the last of the membership cards for 1999, but will start fresh with 2000. 
• As agreed at a previous Board meeting, anyone who joins after November 1 is a member in good 

standing for the following year 
 
Webmaster (John Maher, for Doug Darby): 
• John reported that Doug continues to be willing to keep our web page up to date 
 
President (Keith Wilson): 
• This report will be printed in the next Silver Slipper newsletter 
 
Scholarship Committee (Keith Wilson, for Dianne Spearing): 
• A scholarship committee was developed during the planning of IFB 2000.  No scholarships were 

offered to winning IFB competitors this year, but the idea of offering scholarships/bursaries to 
deserving competitors was kept alive for later consideration  

• Dianne Spearing reported that the major considerations in awarding scholarships are: 
• Category (youth or adult, individual or couple).  Dianne suggested offering a youth award first 
• Amount of money, and source.  Dianne suggests the source could be IFB proceeds 
• Qualifications of recipient 
• Composition of selection committee 

• A motion should b presented at the AGM to formally form a committee to investigate the parameters 
of the award 

 
5) Elections: 
 

President – Keith Wilson (acclaimed) 
Vice-President – Dave Lorette (acclaimed) 
Secretary – Deborah Wilson (acclaimed) 
Treasurer – John Maher (elected) 

 
Members at large (acclaimed): 

Sara Treutler 
Carrie Smith 
Nelson Wong 
Tina Maher 
Maureen Rumney 
Winnie Hull 

 
 Committees:  The chairpersons and Board sponsors are to be arranged at the next meeting 
 
6) New Business: 
 
1. IFB 2001 
• The IFB is a major undertaking, with a budget twice the size of the social dancing budget.  The 

support of the general membership is therefore important  

• MOTION:  Moved by Keith Wilson, seconded by Mike Brierly that the Nanaimo Ballroom Dance 
Society proceed with the planning of the 2001 Island Fantasy Ball, holding the event only if, 
in the opinion of the Board, sufficient resources are available; and be it further resolved 
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that, should the event proceed, the Nanaimo Ballroom Dance Society commit the same 
level of financial backing (the $5000 bond currently held at the Nanaimo Credit Union) as in 
previous years.  CARRIED 

• The volunteer resource factor is the most difficult obstacle to overcome; however 12 people have 
signed up for the planning committee, and John’s signup sheets worked well last year 

• Mike Brierly suggested that we put signup sheets at the Friday night dances starting ASAP 
 
2. Competitors DanceSport Committee 
• MOTION:  Moved by Nelson Wong, seconded by John Maher that the Nanaimo Ballroom Dance 

Society set aside annually a portion of its retained surplus from Island Fantasy Balls for the 
establishment and maintenance of a new DanceSport Competitors Committee (DSCC). 

 
The aims and purpose of DSCC would be: 
(a) To support all levels of local competitors to become champions; 
(b) To increase local participation in competitive dancing; 
(c) To act as an advocate for local competitors; 
(d) To raise funds to help defray local competitors’ dance related expenses; 
(e) To support NBDS in achieving its objective of promoting competitive dancing as provided in its 

Constitution 
 
• In presenting his motion, Nelson stated that although the original purpose of the club was for social 

dancing, in 1992 the idea to promote competitive dancing was born and the Society was formed.  
There is a great need for support for local competitors.  Vancouver competitors have training and 
assistance available to them from other sources.  Nelson suggested that the funds could be used 
for travel expenses, club jackets, the rental of dance floor space for practices, and the like.  John 
observed that section (e) of the motion was actually an appropriate introductory sentence and 
Nelson agreed to this change. 

• Keith said that it is important to note that the DSCC is intended to benefit all competitors equally, 
whereas the question of giving an award to an individual competitor could be handled by the Board 
through a Scholarship Committee. 

• The motion was CARRIED. 
 
3. Scholarship Committee 
• MOTION:  Moved by Keith Wilson, seconded by Winnie Hull, that a Scholarships Committee be 

formed to investigate the awarding of individual scholarships or bursaries to deserving competitors, 
and to report their findings back to the Board for consideration. 

• MOTION TO AMEND:  Moved by Nelson Wong that the wording of the above motion be altered 
from “deserving competitors” to “deserving local competitors”.  

• In the ensuing discussion, John pointed out that restricting the awards to local competitors 
would rule out offering awards to IFB winners as an incentive to compete at the IFB. 

• Keith suggested that the IFB Committee could still award scholarships to winning competitors 
through budgeting for such awards in the current year.  The IFB Committee could not however 
use past IFB proceeds for this purpose as these are given back to NBDS each year.  If the 
current IFB did not break even, any shortfall generated by the creation of scholarships could be 
covered by the $5000 bond which the NBDS has set aside for IFB operating overruns. 

• The motion to amend was CARRIED, with two opposing votes. 
• Pinky Wong explained that any scholarship funds awarded to individual competitors would be 

placed in the DanceSport BC Amateur Associations Trust Fund.  The funds are individually held for 
each person and dispensed when required for dancesport activities. 

• The funding for scholarships/bursaries could come from the current year NBDS budget. 
• The amended motion was CARRIED. 
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4. Discussion topics for guidance of new board: 
 
• Mike Brierley suggested that dance workshops should be limited to conventional ballroom dancing 

rather than new dances 
• Willow Sargent wondered if the instructors should be qualified dance teachers 
• Dwayne Harrington feels there should be a certain standard of dancing taught at the workshops 
• John suggested surveying the members again as to what dances they would like to have at 

workshops 
• Refreshments – just snack and bar.  If someone wants to do more they can 
• A suggestion was made to play more up to date music at the dances 
• Friday night dances are too serious, would like to see a few fun dances 
• We need a better system for recruiting volunteers.  New  members should be informed at the time 

of sign up that they are expected to volunteer to do the door, or the food, or the music at least once 
per calendar year.  Also at this time they should be handed a brochure outlining the benefits and 
duties of membership.  Perhaps an earlier suggestion could be followed up that a chart be made 
indicating when each member or couple will be doing their job 

• Some of the workshops move along too fast – too much information at once 
 
 
A meeting of the new Board will be held on October 1, 7:00 pm at Keith and Deborah’s 
A meeting of the new IFB Committee will be held on October 15 – place to be determined 
 
Adjourned 10:05 pm 
 
 
 
 
 


