
 
Minutes 

Nanaimo Ballroom Dance Society 
Annual General Meeting 

Bowen Park Room 1 
7:00 p.m. Sunday, September 23, 2007 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. Stephen declared a quorum as 25 
members were present (minimum required is 10% of members, 17).  

 
Minutes of the 2006 AGM.  John summarized the minutes of the last AGM.  
There were no errors or omissions raised and the minutes were accepted. 

 
Comments from the Officers & Committee Chairs 
 
President     Stephen Gower 

The past year was a stellar success for our Society.  Our membership increased 
to a new level (176) as our society enjoys the wave of popularity in Ballroom 
Dancing sweeping across North American.  The hard working  Committees aided 
by monthly volunteers  put on our regular monthly and theme dances at both 
Nanoose and Bowen Venues and held “Upscale”- ticketed events for the 
Anniversary, Christmas and New Years Eve Special Events.  The monthly 
dances were generally well attended, generated a small profit and included 
workshops put on by a variety of talented instructors.   Workshop participation by 
our members and guests was numerous and enthusiastic.  Specialized, more 
intensive workshops organized by Nelson were well attended and generated a 
significant profit that was used to offset the cost of providing practice space for 
competitors and social dancers. 
The “Jewel in the Crown” of Nanaimo Ballroom always has been the “Island 
Fantasy Ball and last year carried on the tradition of being the stellar event on 
Vancouver Island that both competitors and guests could enjoy.  The IFB 
displayed good growth in the overall numbers of competitors with a significant 
increase in the youth and over 35 categories.   

 
Treasurer      Barbara Yee 

Barbara presented the financial statements prepared by Nelson.  Total 
attendance at Bowen dances remained steady and we had a surplus of just over 
$1000.  Attendance was down slightly at Nanoose at we ended up with a small 
loss of about $500.  The Island Fantasy Ball showed a good surplus, as did the 
Newcastle Island Dance Camp, and the Dancesport Committee net expenses 
were about $1000. Overall the Society has a healthy bank balance. 

 
IFB Committee Co-Chair (Elaine Thompson) – Stephen Gower 

I would like to thank all the talented and dedicated people that put so much time 
and resources into making the IFB a success. Last years event was a 
tremendous success with sold out tickets, lots of competitors, a great meal, a 
world class show couple and a profit that can be used to purchase equipment for 
the Society and to provide practice space for our members.   
What makes the IFB committee unique is the tremendous amount of planning, 
preparation and man-hours necessary each year to host the event.  A 
tremendous amount of the human resources available in the society is brought to 
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bear on this project.  The IFB requires volunteers with specialized skill sets and 
knowledge.  This year we would like to invite interested members to join our 
committee, become part of the inner workings of the event and to learn from the 
seasoned veterans to the skills and knowledge necessary to carry the event into 
the future.   
PS: Elaine has agreed to chair the IFB Committee for the coming year. 

 
Bowen Park Venue Committee   Tina Maher 

Tina reported that the Bowen committee has been working with no meetings and 
dances have been rolling along with no problems. 

 
Nanoose Place Venue Committee   Sara Treutler 

Sara reported from the small but very thorough Nanoose Committee – Donna 
and Jerry Jaggers, Max and Sara Treutler, Stephen Gower and Elaine 
Thompson.  There have been occasional problems getting someone to do the 
door duties.  Elaine thanked everyone who has stayed to help take down the 
lights and decorations after each dance. 

 
Newcastle Island Committee     John Maher 

The society held 4 dance events at the Newcastle Island Pavilion in the summer 
just past; of these two were in the NBDS year ending July 31, 2007 – the 
Newcastle Island Dance Camp and the tea dance (“Sock Hop”) on July 29. The 
dance camp held July 27 to 29 was very successful with a sell-out attendance 
totaling 112.  We held 10 instructional workshops and two dances.  Roughly half 
of the dance content was ballroom (e.g. workshops on waltz and social foxtrot, 
half of dance music) and much of the balance was applicable to dances of all 
types (technique, body movement etc.).  The Newcastle pavilion has been 
booked for a dance camp next summer on the August 1, 2008 long weekend, 
and for the last weekend of July in 2009 and 2010.  Thanks to all the committee 
members: Gwen Spinks, Brian Hicks, Fred Jones, Tammy Paton, Gale Drew. 
Special thanks to Tina and the Filipino Connection – extended family - who 
cooked salmon to perfection for 135 people on a campfire.  This saved the day 
when the pavilion barbecues let us down. 
 
The Sock Hop on Sunday July 29 was attended by a total of 5 NBDS members 
who had not already been on the island for the dance camp.  An Old Time Dance 
was held on August 12, 2007, hosted by Dave and Norma Stevenson, and was 
well attended by the Old Time Dance community.  The last Newcastle dance of 
the summer was the Big Band Dance.  It also was well attended, mainly by 
people from the Victoria Ballroom Dance Society.  Thanks to DJs Dave and 
Norm and to workshop instructors Gwen, Dave and Norma for running these 
dances. 

 
Nanaimo residents continue to miss out on this jewel in out own back yard.  
However, with a proposal to re-establish the NBDS summer picnic at Newcastle 
perhaps we can re-kindle some interest among members.  Sunday afternoons 
have been booked for NBDS dances on 5 Sundays in 2008 between July 24 and 
August 31. 
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DanceSport Nanaimo   Nelson Wong 
Open Practices 

Our objective this past year was to provide floor space for dance practices to our 
members on a weekly basis.  Due to increasing demand we are currently 
providing two sessions each week rather than one as compared to a year ago.  
More frequent practices were arranged during the weeks before major events 
such as our own Island Fantasy Ball and Victoria’s Dance Pacifica. 
Drop-in fees were kept unchanged as in previous years, $ 2.00 for members and 
$ 4.00 for non-members at all open practices.  New this year is the 
implementation of a flat rate of $ 100.00 per year for frequent users.  Participants 
at the Bowen pre-dance practices are not charged a drop-in fee but are rather 
required to help set-up tables and chairs for the evening dance after their 
practice. 

Workshop 
We arranged for Pat Bovaird to give a series of four workshops in Nanaimo on 
March 31, 2007.  The workshops were well attended and I have received many 
positive feedbacks.  There were many requests for Mr. Bovaird to return for more 
workshops in the future. 
We must thank Dianne Gallagher, a dance teacher from Victoria, for the 
opportunity to share Mr. Bovaird while he was out here with minimal costs to us.  
Ms. Gallagher often brings Mr. Bovaird out from Montreal to Victoria to teach 
workshops and private lessons.  Mr. Bovaird’s workshop would not have been 
possible if NBDS were to pay for Mr. Bovaird’s traveling expenses from Montreal 
as we simply do not have the budget for it. 

Competitors 
Our continuous effort to support our dancers have resulted in seeing many local 
competitors participating in more competitions such as Snowball, UBC Gala Ball, 
Grand Ball, Dance Pacifica, Seattle Star Ball, Vancouver Open and of course our 
fabulous Island Fantasy Ball.  NBDS should be very proud of our competitors as 
they have put Nanaimo on the map and brought home many top prizes. 
Our practices are open to all members.  Everyone is welcome to join in the 
practices. 

 
Workshop Coordinator    Nelson Wong 

During this past year, I endeavored to invite more out-of-town instructors as well 
as find potential instructors locally to participate in our pre-dance workshops. I 
found it quite challenging to fulfill the out-of-town instructors due to our limited 
budget. In the end we were able to produce three workshops taught by out-of-
town instructors.  Pat Bovaird (Montreal), Dianne Gallagher (Victoria) and Zillion 
Wong (Vancouver).  
The new talent we discovered locally was Elizabeth Stetar and Andy Mundy.  
These new instructors were welcome additions to the NBDS dances.  Other local 
instructors who participated in our pre-dance workshops consisted of Ken & 
Margaret Yung, Joyce and Dirk Van Leeuwen, Gwen Spinks, Dave & Norma 
Stevenson, Ted & Barbara Barnett and myself. 
NBDS pre-dance workshops contained the best value by far for our members.  
We managed to keep the charge to a minimum of $ 2.00 per members while 
other similar clubs would charge about $ 5.00 to $ 10.00 per person.  This partly 
is made possible due to the instructor’s willingness to accept a payment of below 
normal standard fees as goodwill to NBDS.  At a recent Board Meeting the fee 
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structure was re-adjusted to a standard fee amount (we now offer $75, up from 
$50 in the past). 
I would like to thank all of the instructors, members and guests who participated 
in our pre-dance workshops.  We welcome suggestions, input and feedback to 
strive for the better. 

 
Door Coordinator     Tina Maher 

It has been a good year. There are more & more members coming forward to 
share the door duties. I know that some members, before they volunteered, were 
intimidated of the responsibilities.  But, after they have done it the first time they 
feel that there is nothing to it. So I think that some of our members just need 
more encouragement so they could take an active role in the operation of the 
Society and empower themselves to take ownership of their club. I know from 
personal experience that people who like to dance want this Society to continue 
and flourish. One volunteer duty a year plus $10.00 is a very small price to pay 
for membership, and they get free admission to the dance when they volunteer. 

 
Food Coordination      Tina Maher 

Having snacks at the dances is a nice touch. So far everyone seems happy to 
have some refreshments in every dance. 
We should keep having snacks. The desserts supplied by Jerry Jagger sure help 
a lot, not to mention that it is good & reasonably priced & less prep for the food 
volunteers. 
There are suggestions that we serve snacks at Bowen on the side during the 
dance, in the same way as at Nanoose, so that we don’t have to stop dancing.  
All members should take responsibility to keep control of people carrying drinks 
and food across the floor to prevent spills and accidents. 
Irene Scott & I have shared the responsibilities in this dept. I took care of the food 
for the first half of the year and then Irene took over.  All the catered dances have 
been booked with Spice Of Life (Anniversary & Christmas Dance) 

 
Music Coordinator     Fred Rockwell 

No Report.  The club’s CD library continues to grow.  A small sound system was 
purchased for convenient set-up at Nanoose during practices.  Fred Rockwell 
has agreed to continue as music coordinator. 

 
Video Librarian     Bruce Joiner 

The NBDS library was formed to provide instructional videotapes to assist NBDS 
members with furthering their knowledge of dance.    Approximately 10 - 20 % of 
the membership take advantage of this service.   
 
We continue to build our collection through an agreement where our supplier 
provides videos in exchange for their advertisement in the Island Fantasy Ball 
program.  In this way our library can grow with no expenditures. Our main 
supplier, Dance Visions, produces DVD format and is offering a greater variety of 
Ballroom DVDs each year.  This year four new DVDs were added to the library 
from Dance Visions.  Also, thank you to Audrey and Jack Watson, who donated 
five video tapes, and to Steven and Leslie Tombs for their past donation of four 
videos. The society’s inventory now includes 36 videos and 13 DVDs. The video 
list can be viewed in the Silver Slipper newsletter available at the dances or 
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online at the NBDS website www.ballroomnanaimo.ca.  As with past years, no 
NBDS funds were spent on the library. 

 
Promotion      Sara Treutler 

I would like to thank Cynthia Palin and Mac and Dorothy Atkinson for ongoing 
commitment to phoning our members who don't have email. The remaining 
members receive our email calendar each month which lists are dances and 
workshops for the current month.  
Through Shaw channel four T.V. in Parksville and Nanaimo our dance dates are 
advertised free of charge. Also the Star, the Nanaimo Daily News, the Bulletin 
and the Downtown directory newspapers advertise our dances in their "events" 
section.  
Sara Treutler 

 
Newsletter Editor     Gwen Spinks 
No report.  The Silver Slipper was published twice during the last year.  Gwen has 
agreed to continue as newsletter editor. 
 
Web Coordination     Brian Gaines 
No report.  Brian Gaines has agreed to continue as webmaster and Kevin Fahy will 
assist on the IFB page. 
 
Comments From Members 
Elaine encouraged everyone to get involved in a committee.  It’s fun working with others 
to help organize dances. 
A suggestion was raised that we try using membership cards to set up an “express 
check-in” for dances. 
 
Election of New Executive 
The nominations committee presented the names of members who had agreed to stand 
for election to executive positions.  The elected officers and directors are as follows: 

1) President:    Stephen Gower 
2) Vice President:  John Maher 
3) Secretary:   Andy Mundy 
4) Treasurer:   Barbara Yee 
5) Past president:  Keith Wilson 
6) Directors:    Jerry Jaggers 

Vicki Linfitt 
Fred Rockwell 
Dave Stevenson 
Sara Treutler 

Committees:    
 IFB:  Elaine Thompson 
 Bowen: Vicki Linfitt 
 Nanoose: Sara Treutler 
 Newcastle: John Maher 
 Dancesport: Nelson Wong 
 Music:  Fred Rockwell 
 Food:  Vicki Linfitt 
 Door:  Norm Whelpdale 
 Workshops: Nelson Wong 
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New Business (chaired by New President Stephen Gower) 
 
1) NBDS Bylaw Revision Special Resolutions  

(making our Bylaws fit the new millennium). 
Stephen Gower introduced the amended by-laws after a pre-amble giving the 
history of work on the amendments since Dave Stevenson first proposed 
changes in 2005.  Stephen and Doug Sheaff had worked on the draft over 2005-
2006 but, due to other commitments, it was not finalized.  Keith Wilson continued 
with it through to a final draft amendment which was now presented.  Although 
Stephen stated a copy had been sent to all members, either by email or regular 
mail, a few members present at the meeting had not received it.  Therefore 
Stephen read though all the amendments for the benefit of the meeting and there 
was discussion to clarify the intent or purpose of some items during the 
presentation. 

 

SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS AMENDING THE BYLAWS OF 
THE NANAIMO BALLROOM DANCE SOCIETY 

 
The following resolutions cover proposed changes to the Bylaws of the Society.  In each 
case, the existing bylaw is shown with the words to be removed crossed out and in blue, 
and the proposed bylaw is shown with the words to be added underlined and in blue.  
The underlining and coloured fonts are to highlight the changes and will not appear in the 
bylaws to be registered with the BC Registrar of Companies.  
 
SPECIAL RESOLUTION 1:  Be it resolved that since membership fees may be changed 
at any general meeting under Bylaw 1.05, the original annual fee of $5.00 be removed 
from Bylaw 1.04. 
 
1.04 (Existing):  Annual membership dues shall be $5.00 per person due and payable on 
the 1st day of January in each calendar year. 
 
1.04 (Proposed): Annual membership dues shall be due and payable on the 1st day of 
January in each calendar year. 
 
 
SPECIAL RESOLUTION 2:  Be it resolved that the Bylaws 2.04 and 4.01 which deal with 
notice of meetings should be expanded to include newer means of communication. 
 
2.04 (Existing):  Notice of a general meeting shall be given to each member of the 
Society or shall be sent to their last recorded address.  Such notice shall be given 14 
days prior to the date of such meeting, shall be in writing and shall specify the place, day 
and hour of meeting, and the proposed agenda. 
 
2.04 (Proposed):  Notice of a general meeting shall be given to each member of the 
Society or shall be sent to their last recorded address.  Such notice shall be given 14 
days prior to the date of such meeting, shall be sent by letter, fax or email and shall 
specify the place, day and hour of meeting, and the proposed agenda. 
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4.01 (Existing):  The directors shall meet from time to time as they see fit or at the 
request of two directors on not less than three day’s notice, which may be by letter, 
telephone, telecopier, or in person. 
 
4.01 (Proposed):  The directors shall meet from time to time as they see fit or at the 
request of two directors on not less than three day’s notice, which may be by letter, fax, 
email, telephone, or in person. 
 
9.01 (Existing):  A notice may be given to a member, either personally or by mail. 
 
9.01 (Proposed):  A notice may be given to a member, either personally or by mail, fax 
or email. 
 
9.02 (Existing):  A notice sent by mail shall be deemed to have been given on the 
second day following that on which the notice is posted. 
 
9.02 (Proposed):  A notice sent by mail shall be deemed to have been given on the 
second day following that on which the notice is posted.  A notice given by fax or email 
shall be deemed to have been given upon the successful transmission of the fax or 
email. 
 
 
SPECIAL RESOLUTION 3:  Be it resolved that Bylaw 2.09 be clarified with regard to the 
quorum required at General Meetings. 
 
2.09 (Existing):  A quorum at any general meeting, annual or extraordinary, is ten per 
cent (10%) of the voting members present, but never less than 5 members. 
 
2.09 (Proposed):  A quorum at any general meeting, annual or extraordinary, is ten per 
cent (10%) of the voting members of the Society, but never less than 5 members. 
 
 
SPECIAL RESOLUTION 4:  Be it resolved that Bylaw 2.10 be changed to be less 
restrictive in the scheduling of an adjourned general meeting. 
 
2.10 (Existing):  If within 15 minutes from the time appointed for a general meeting a 
quorum is not present, the meeting shall be terminated and rescheduled to the same day 
in the next week, at the same time and place.  If at the adjourned meeting a quorum is 
not present, the members present constitute a quorum. 
 
2.10 (Proposed):  If within 15 minutes from the time appointed for a general meeting a 
quorum is not present, the meeting shall be terminated and rescheduled preferably to 
the same day in the next week, at the same time and place.  If at the adjourned meeting 
a quorum is not present, the members present constitute a quorum. 
 
 
SPECIAL RESOLUTION 5:  Be it resolved that Bylaw 2.17 be added to inform members 
of their right to requisition a general meeting. 
 



8 

2.17 (Proposed):  Should the members feel that the directors are failing to address an 
issue or to meet their duties the members themselves may requisition a general meeting 
in accordance with Section 58 of the Society Act (see Addendum). 
SPECIAL RESOLUTION 6:  Be it resolved that Bylaw 4.05 be modified so that 
committees do not have to report all details of their meetings to the directors. 
 
4.05 (Existing):  A committee so formed in the exercise of the powers so delegated shall 
conform to any rules imposed on it by the directors, and shall report every act or thing 
done in exercise of those powers to the earliest meeting of the directors to be held next 
after it has been done. 
 
4.05 (Proposed):  A committee so formed in the exercise of the powers so delegated 
shall conform to any rules imposed on it by the directors, and shall report to the 
directors’ satisfaction on things done in the exercise of those powers.  
 
 
SPECIAL RESOLUTION 7:  Be it resolved that Bylaw 4.10 be changed to allow the 
directors to pass resolutions on minor matters between regular meetings without 
requiring unanimity, and that Bylaw 4.11 be added to deal with the case that a director 
cannot participate in meetings or vote on resolutions due to temporary absence. 
 
4.10 (Existing):  A resolution in writing, signed by all the directors and placed with the 
minutes of the directors is as valid and effective as if regularly passed at a meeting of 
directors. 
 
4.10 (Proposed):  A resolution which is proposed outside of a meeting of directors 
through email or other written means, agreed to by at least 75% of all of the directors 
through email or other written means, and placed with the minutes of the directors is as 
valid and effective as if regularly passed at a meeting of directors.  
 
4.11 (Proposed):  A director who may be absent temporarily may deliver to the 
president by email or other written means a waiver of notice of any meeting of the 
directors and may at any time withdraw the waiver, and until the waiver is withdrawn 
 

(a) A notice of meeting of directors is not required to be sent to that director,  
 
(b) Any and all meetings of the directors of the society, notice of which has not been 
given to that director, if a quorum of the directors is present, are valid and effective, 
and 
 
(c) Any resolution proposed under Bylaw 4.10, notice of which has not been given to 
that director, is valid and effective if agreed to by 75% of the remaining directors, 
provided the remaining directors constitute a quorum. 

 
 
SPECIAL RESOLUTION 8:  Be it resolved that Bylaw 11.01 be changed to inform 
members of the provisions in the Society Act for amending the Constitution and Bylaws. 
 
11.01 (Existing):  The bylaws shall not be altered or added to except by special 
resolution. 
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11.01 (Proposed):  Amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws may be made by special 
resolution in accordance with Sections 20 and 23 of the Society Act (see Addendum). 
 
 
SPECIAL RESOLUTION 9:  Be it resolved that the following addendum be added to the 
Bylaws for the general information of members. 
 

ADDENDUM 
 
1. The Constitution is a concise statement of the name of a society, its fundamental 
purposes, what would happen if the society were dissolved and what happens to any 
profit or gains, which accrue to the society through its operations.  Of these, only the 
name and purposes of the society can be changed, by special resolution at a general 
meeting of members.  Any changes to the Constitution require very careful 
consideration.  
  
2. The Bylaws outline specific procedures for the society’s functioning and help the 
society to conduct business in an orderly manner.  Bylaws are relatively easily revised, 
as procedures change and the society evolves in its operations.  As with the 
Constitution, Bylaws can be changed though special resolutions at general meetings.  A 
society is required by law to operate in accordance with its own bylaws, and all sections 
of the BC Society Act. 
 
 3.  The following are excerpts from the BC Society Act which are referred to in the 
Bylaws of the Society.  Please consult the Society Act for the complete wording of these 
sections. 

"ordinary resolution" means  

(a) A resolution passed in a general meeting by the members of a society by a 

simple majority of the votes cast in person N  

(b) A resolution that has been submitted to the members of a society and 

consented to in writing by 75% of the members who would have been entitled to 

vote on it in person N at a general meeting of the society, and a resolution so 

consented to is deemed to be an ordinary resolution passed at a general 

meeting of the society N 

"Special resolution" means  

(a) A resolution passed in a general meeting by a majority of not less than 75% 

of the votes of those members of a society who, being entitled to do so, vote in 

person N  

(i) Of which the notice that the bylaws provide, and not being less than 14 

days' notice, specifying the intention to propose the resolution as a special 

resolution has been given, or  

(ii) If every member entitled to attend and vote at the meeting agrees, at a 

meeting of which less than 14 days' notice has been given,  



10 

(b) A resolution consented to in writing by every member of a society who would 

have been entitled to vote on it in person N at a general meeting of the society, 

and a resolution so consented to is deemed to be a special resolution passed at 

a general meeting of the society N  

Changes in constitution  

20  (1) By special resolution, a society may  

(a) Change its name, or 

(b) Change its purposes so as to include a new purpose that may 

conveniently or advantageously be combined with the existing purposes of 

the society, or so as to restrict or abandon a purpose specified in the 

constitution, but a charitable purpose referred to in section 73 (3) must not 

be abandoned N  

Changes in bylaws  

23  (1) A society may change its bylaws by special resolution and the resolution is 

effective on the later of  

(a) The date on which it is filed with the registrar, and 

(b) The date specified in the resolution. 

(2) After a special resolution is filed with the registrar under subsection (1), the 

registrar must retain one copy of it and return the other copy to the society, 

certified as having been accepted by the registrar N 

Requisition for general meeting  

58  (1) In this section, "requisitionists" means the voting members who requisition 

a general meeting of the society under subsection (2).  

(2) The directors of a society, on the requisition of 10% or more of the voting 

members of the society must convene a general meeting of the society without 

delay.  

(3) The requisition may consist of several documents in similar form each signed 

by one or more requisitionists and must 

(a) State the purpose of the general meeting, 

(b) Be signed by the requisitionists, and 

(c) Be delivered or sent by registered mail to the address of the society. 
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(4) If, within 21 days after the date of the delivery of the requisition, the directors 

do not convene a general meeting, the requisitionists, or a majority of them, may 

themselves convene a general meeting to be held within 4 months after the date 

of the delivery of the requisition.  

(5) A general meeting convened by the requisitionists must be convened in the 

same manner, as nearly as possible, as general meetings are convened by the 

directors N 
 

Dave Stevenson moved that NBDS accept all the revisions proposed by the board. 
Seconded by Jerry Jaggers.  
Carried unanimously with no abstentions.  
 
2)  New business 
Courtesy Passes 

As an instructor with Parks & Rec, Dave Stevenson felt that the free NBDS 
dance passes were being given to beginners too soon; their dancing ability and 
reticence to socialize was making it difficult for them.  Vicki Linfitt stated they 
were given to Parks & Rec students by Nelson Wong only at the end of their 
course.  There was some discussion on the validity dates of the passes, to which 
Tina Maher suggested using the passes as a punch card.  It was clear there 
were two distinct issues raised: the time, or number of dances the passes were 
valid for; and the inexperience of beginners proving it difficult for some of them to 
integrate into a social dance.  It was left to the executive committee to discuss at 
a later meeting. 

 
Encouraging beginners to attend 

Fred Jones raised the issue of attendance, stating that 2006 appeared to show 
fewer people attending dances than in 2005.  He was concerned that this trend 
might continue and reminded us of the need to attract new members, particularly 
new and less experienced dancers.  Discussion raised the possibility of running 
either a separate beginners dance or providing beginners dance time within the 
workshop or early during the dance evening.  Tina Maher pointed out that 
provision for student nights had been made, but many students attended for one 
night only and did not return.  Barbara Yee responded that a separate beginners 
dance was financially impractical due to hall rental charges.  Vicki Linfitt stated 
her experience as a beginner was to be inspired by more experienced dancers, 
not intimidated.  Comment was passed that she was rather the exception to the 
general rule.  Vicki also wanted to see more experienced dancers asking 
beginners to dance with them (and not to practise their routines with them!).  She 
asked that instructors encourage their students to dance, attend social dances 
with them, and socialize with them.  Barbara stated that attendance numbers 
vary from month to month and from year to year for no apparent reason but, 
despite this, membership this year is at its highest ever.  This factor alone should 
be enough to allay any fears of a downward attendance trend. 

 
Allergic Reaction To Scents 

Chester Scott stated that some members had had to leave two recent dances 
after becoming sick due to people wearing perfume or cologne to which some 
people are allergic.  It was noted that the Bowen venue was believed to be 
designated “scent free” like most public buildings, although there has been no 
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publicity concerning this.  Barbara suggested that NBDS gently encourage 
members to minimize use of scents. 

 
Advance Planning For Workshops 

Andy Mundy asked that workshop bookings be arranged and publicized further in 
advance than the current 3 months.  Not only do instructors need to plan further 
ahead, but dancers also wish to plan their attendance.  Stephen noted and stated 
this would be passed to Nelson.  John Maher stated workshops used to be 
booked 12 months ahead. 

 
Dance Hours 

Andy raised the possibility of clarifying the end time for dances, currently set at 
11.30pm although many people leave between 10.30pm and 11.00pm.  He 
proposed an end time of 11.00pm to allow for this.  Discussion ensued during 
which it was stated the DJ was deemed to be in charge and, generally, should be 
left to his discretion when the music would finish. 

 
Disruption of Social Dances 

Andy raised the issue of competition level dancers practising their steps and 
routines which intimidated less experienced dancers.  John Maher interjected 
that “it happened last night”.  Andy agreed, stating that one couple continued to 
practise their foxtrot while a rumba was being played, and that a private lesson 
appeared to be taking place in the corner.  This was not acceptable at a social 
dance.  Stephen stated this issue had been raised at previous meetings and 
should be dealt with by the executive. 

 
Flyers 

Andy asked that the rule passed at the last AGM concerning flyers being placed 
at the entrance instead of at each table, be enforced.  Perhaps not everyone was 
aware of this, but it had certainly been flouted during the last 12 months. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 9.05pm. 
 
Minutes prepared by John Maher with contributions from Andy Mundy, Keith Wilson 
(resolutions), Stephen Gower and committee chairs. 


