
Minutes of 
Nanaimo Ballroom Dance Society 

Annual General Meeting 
Sunday September 21nd 2014 

7:00 pm - Bowen Park Recreation Centre Room 1 
 
PART 1: Quorum 
 
Call to Order (7:00 pm President Nelson Wong). In attendance: 30 members in good standing (including 6 
Honorary members). Two non-members (Elaine Thompson and Ted Barnett) were given permission to attend. A 
copy of the AGM Attendee List can be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Determination of Quorum. Ten percent (10%) of NBDS members in good standing were required to attend the 
AGM for a quorum to be achieved. Keith Wilson reported that NBDS membership records showed 91 members 
in good standing at AGM meeting time. With 30 such members in attendance, the quorum was easily achieved.  
Motion: to proceed with AGM based on quorum achieved (John Maher). Carried. 
 
PART 2: Agenda and 2013 AGM Minutes 
 
Agenda Approval. Motion: to approve proposed AGM Agenda (Keith Wilson). Carried. 
A copy of the Approved Agenda can be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Approval of 2013 AGM minutes.   Motion: to approve minutes of the 2013 AGM (Stephen Gower). Carried. 
A copy of the 2013 AGM Minutes (as approved) can be found on the NBDS Website (member pages). 
 
Business arising from Minutes of 2013 AGM: 
 
a) Bylaw Changes. Pinky Wong reported that the NBDS Constitution and Bylaws had been changed as approved 
by the membership at the 2013 AGM. The revised NBDS Bylaws and Constitution was filed with and accepted by 
BC Registry Services in Victoria. 
b) Alternative Dance Opportunities and Venues. Using an overhead projector, Nelson Wong presented a written 
report on this subject. A copy of this written report can be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
c) Feasibility Study re: NBDS sponsored lessons. Using an overhead projector, Nelson Wong presented a written 
report on this subject. A copy of this written report can be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
PART 3: Officer Reports 
 
President’s Report: Using an overhead projector, Nelson Wong presented his President's Report for 2013-14. 
Motion: to accept President’s Report as presented (Deborah Wilson). Carried. A written President's Report was 
submitted for information purposes only and a copy can be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Stephen Gower verbally presented his Treasurer’s Report for 2013-14. Motion: to accept 
Treasurer’s Report as presented (Vicki Linfitt). Carried. A written Treasurer's Report was submitted for 
information purposes only and a copy can be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
From the floor, Jim Beaman inquired about year to year comparisons for events and categories to which 
Stephen Gower noted that these comparisons are addressed in the detailed financial statements. Barbara Yee 
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then asked about the current rent at the Bowen facility. In response, Stephen Gower reported that the Bowen 
rent is $630 per night but that with a $1200 City grant given each year, the average cost per dance is around 
$330 at Bowen (based on 4 dances per year at Bowen). Jim Beaman followed with a question about NBDS 
scholarships. Nelson Wong fielded the question on behalf of Stephen Gower by reporting that no scholarships 
are currently being provided by NBDS. 
 
Financial Statements: Nelson Wong presented the NBDS Financial Statements (dated June 30, 2014) which 
covered much of the past year’s NBDS activities. To aid readers, NBDS financial statements show revenues and 
expenses separately for various venues and special events. John Maher asked whether the Silver Slipper Dances 
held at Beban Lounge (3 in 2014) had made money as he felt this was not clear from reading the financial 
statements as presented. Nelson Wong reported that the three Silver Slipper dances held at Beban Lounge had 
not quite made money but that, since the rent there was minimal (around $88 per event), NBDS was close to 
break-even on those dances. Nelson Wong noted that a few more people are all that are needed to attend 
Beban Lounge Silver Slipper Dances in order to break even. On a different subject, Nelson Wong noted that the 
Dance Fest financial summary is actually from last year’s event held in July 2013 due to the required year-end 
cut-off date. Motion: to accept the NBDS Financial Statements as presented (Jim Beaman); seconded (Vicki 
Linfitt). Carried. A copy of the NBDS Financial Statements (dated June 30, 2014) can be found in the 'Report 
Package for the 2014 NBDS AGM'. 
 
PART 4: Committee Reports 
 
Bowen/Beban Venue Chair Report: Vicki Linfitt verbally presented a report on her work coordinating events at 
these venues during 2013-14. Motion: to accept Bowen/Beban Venue Report as presented (Doreen Thompson). 
Carried. A written report was submitted for information purposes only and a copy can be found in the '2014 
NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Nanoose Venue Chair Report: Stephen Gower verbally presented a report on his work coordinating events at 
the Nanoose venue during 2013-14. Motion: to accept the Nanoose Venue Chair Report as presented (Elizabeth 
Parkinson). Carried. A written report was submitted for information purposes only and a copy can be found in 
the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Christmas Banquet and Dance Report: Debbie Townsend verbally presented a report on this event. Motion: to 
accept the Christmas Banquet and Dance Report as presented (John Burke). Carried. A written report was 
submitted for information purposes only and a copy can be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Island Fantasy Ball Report: Vicki Linfitt verbally presented a report on the 2014 IFB. Vicki Linfitt then played an 
IFB Video she had produced in 2014 along with her daughter Kim Lister. The video was met with great approval 
and appreciation by all present. One question posed from the floor asked why no local talent was used in the 
content of the video. Vicki Linfitt reported that the video footage used was provided by a local professional, was 
of great quality, was readily available and was representative of the great dancing talents found at IFB each year. 
Motion: to accept the Island Fantasy Ball Report as presented (Marilyn Assaf). Carried. A written report was 
submitted for information purposes only and a copy can be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Dance Camp Report: Gordon Pascoe verbally presented a report on the 2014 Dance Camp. Motion: to accept 
Dance Camp Report as presented (Debbie Townshend). Carried. A written report was submitted for information 
purposes only and a copy can be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Dance Fest Report: Pinky Wong verbally presented a report on the 2014 Dance Fest. Pinky Wong then expressed 

2014 NBDS AGM Minutes Page 2



a huge thank you to John de Pfyffer from Victoria for his great help selling tickets to this fun summer event.  She 
also thanked him for his continuing support of NBDS on this summer event and through-out the year. Pinky 
Wong noted that Andy Mundy would be taking over as the chair of Dance Fest for 2015. Motion: to accept 
Dance Fest Report as presented (Keith Wilson). Carried. A written report was submitted for information 
purposes only and a copy can be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
DanceSport & Practice Sessions Report: Stephen Gower verbally presented a report on his work with 
DanceSport and Practice Sessions. Motion: to accept the DanceSport and Practice Sessions’ Report as presented 
(Marilyn Assaf). Carried. A written report was submitted for information purposes only and a copy can be found 
in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Membership Report: Verbally and with use of overheads, Keith Wilson presented a report on the NBDS 
membership through the past year including some additional informative charts illustrating NBDS membership 
statistics recorded over the past eighteen years. Marilyn Assaf asked a general question about what year the 
NBDS Dancing with the Stars event was held. Keith said it was held in 2008.  Marilyn Assaf then wondered if 
there might be a relationship between such an event being held and the NBDS seeing a subsequent increase in 
NBDS membership. Keith Wilson felt that such events definitely increase awareness but that it was pretty hard 
to attribute membership increases to specific events. Motion: to accept Membership Report as presented (Dave 
Stephenson). Carried. A written report was submitted for information purposes only and a copy can be found in 
the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Pre-Dance Workshops & DJ Report: Nelson Wong verbally presented a report on his work setting up Pre-Dance 
Workshop and arranging for DJ's during the past year. Nelson Wong then outlined a brand new idea for NBDS 
consideration in 2015. He suggested that NBDS offer a one hour, no charge, beginner level, pre-dance workshop 
prior to each Silver Slipper dance. This offering would allow NBDS to better utilize the 4 hour rental period for 
that event. With a 1 hour workshop, we could shorten the dance time to 2.5 hours and still leave 0.5 hrs for 
takedown. This idea was felt to have merit by attendees. Motion: to accept the Pre-Dance Workshop/DJ Report 
as presented (Doreen Thompson). Carried. A written report was submitted for information purposes only and a 
copy can be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Music Equipment Report: Brian Hicks presented a verbal report on the state of the NBDS music equipment. 
Brian Hicks reported that although there had been some wear and tear on equipment throughout the past year, 
there were very minor losses and breakages. He then reported that the older, back-up NBDS sound system was 
having some problems but that he was looking into repairing it. He reported that no money had yet been spent 
on repairs however. Finally, he noted that NBDS microphone units will require new batteries in the very near 
future. Motion: to accept Music Equipment Report as verbally presented and recorded (Deborah Wilson). 
Carried. 
 
Bar Services Report: Mike Linfitt was not in attendance but Vicki Linfitt presented a verbal report on his behalf. 
Vicki Linfitt said that whenever Mike Linfitt was asked to get licensing for a special NBDS event in 2014, he had 
done so. She also reported that Mike Linfitt had recruited Alan Cieswick during the year to help as a volunteer 
bartender and that Alan Cieswick had been very helpful in this position.  She noted that, on the whole, normal 
NBDS dances do not see enough demand for alcohol but that NBDS special events usually have enough 
attendance to warrant having bar service and that fortunately we are still able to provide bar service at these 
events. Motion: to accept Bar Service’s Report as verbally presented (Gordon Pascoe). Carried. 
 
Website Maintenance Report: Vicki Linfitt and Andy Mundy (not in attendance) head the Website Maintenance 
committee.  Vicki Linfitt presented a report on website work done throughout the past year. Tina Maher asked if 
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we needed to get permission from individuals in order to post pictures of them on the website. John Maher said 
that people sign off on photographs re: dance camp etc. when then register for events. Vicki Linfitt said that the 
needs of both members and the general public should and would be respected in this regard. Debbie Townsend 
had a question on how members can get into the member section of the NBDS website.  NBDS members 
currently need a login id and password that can be obtained through the board. Mark Pearce said it would be 
useful for the executive to send out login instructions to all current NBDS members detailing how to view the 
member’s only section of the NBDS website. Motion: to accept Website Maintenance Report as presented 
(Stacey Mitro). Carried. A written report was submitted for information purposes only and a copy can be found 
in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Silver Slipper Newsletter and E-News Report: Mark Pearce presented a verbal report on his work on these two 
publications. Motion: to accept Silver Slipper Newsletter and E-News verbal report as presented: Doreen 
Thompson. Carried. A written report was submitted for information purposes only and a copy can be found in 
the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Dance Floor News Report: Andy Mundy was not in attendance but had submitted a written report on his 
monthly Dance Floor News email news report which was read to AGM attendees. Motion: to accept Dance Floor 
News Report as presented (Tina Maher). Carried. A written report was submitted for information purposes only 
and a copy can be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Marketing & Promotion Report: Marilyn Assaf read a report on her marketing and promotional efforts through 
the past year. Additionally, Marilyn thanked Cynthia Palin for her great work assisting with IFB ticket promotion 
to Senior’s groups after which NBDS members in attendance applauded Cynthia’s efforts. 
 
Marilyn Assaf additionally suggested that we might want to spend some money on paid advertising to target 
dancers. Nelson Wong commented that we should try and get local papers to help out re: advertising for 
regular/special NBDS dances/events. Elaine Thompson asked what kind of budget exists for regular non-IFB 
NBDS advertising. Nelson Wong commented only on what we have earmarked for IFB purposes.  Elaine 
Thompson then recommended that we have regular dance and workshop postings in papers and any on-line 
sources (free entries). This would be effective to let the community know that we exist. It was generally agreed 
that both paid and unpaid advertising are important to increasing awareness. 
 
Tina Maher suggested NBDS resurrect the Sandwich Board (in middle of the highway) idea that has worked 
before to attract interest.  Another floor suggestion was to have a regular entry to McGuffie’s Coffee News. Sara 
Treutler recognized that promotion was a hard job. She had tried to do local advertising for dinner dances in the 
past but got no response from the public at all.  Sara Treutler seemed to think it best to contact other dance 
communities around island to pursue ticket sales to special events. 
 
Lynn Peachey commented that she believed that word of mouth is the biggest thing in our dance community.  
She also noted that she plans her whole year based on the dance schedules offered by various groups or 
instructors and she suggested that regular events pay off when it comes to consistent attendance. Lynn Peachey 
indicated that she had not done the same amount of Facebook postings to the NBDS Facebook site in 2014 as in 
prior years. 
 
Motion: to accept the Marketing & Promotions report as presented: Candius Vogt. Carried. A written report was 
submitted for information purposes only and a copy can be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Dance Demonstrations Report: Doreen Thompson verbally presented a report on her work setting up dance 
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demonstrations in the community though-out the past year. Motion: to accept Dance Demonstrations Report as 
presented (Jim Beaman). Carried. A written report was submitted for information purposes only and a copy can 
be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Library Report: Bruce Joiner was not in attendance. No verbal or written report provided. 
 
Volunteer Coordination Report: Doreen Thompson presented a report on her work as volunteer coordinator 
through the past year. Motion: to accept the Volunteer Coordination Report as presented (Deborah Wilson). 
Carried. A written report was submitted for information purposes only and a copy can be found in the '2014 
NBDS AGM Report Package.' 
 
Adjournment for Refreshments (9:05 pm) 
 
A big thank you to Lynn Peachey for providing goodies! 
 
PART 5:  Elections of the new NBDS Board for 2014-15 (9:22 pm) 
 
Months prior to the 2014 AGM meeting date, an NBDS Nomination Committee had been appointed by President 
Nelson Wong to search for NBDS members willing to stand for the 2014-15 Board or in a Committee Chair role. 
This Nomination Committee consisted of NBDS members Rod Morrison, Marilyn Metcalf-Joiner, Cynthia Palin, 
Bill Bailey and Sara Treutler. Nelson Wong thanked the committee members for their dedicated work in 
contacting NBDS members during the time prior to the AGM. Nelson Wong then asked that Keith Wilson chair 
the balance of the Elections for the new NBDS Board. Sara Treutler was called on to provide the Nomination’s 
Committee Report which she projected onto the big screen.  For information purposes only, the 2014 
Nomination Committee Report can be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM Report Package.' Keith Wilson led the 
election process and the results of the subsequent elections are summarized below. 
 
2014-15 NBDS Officer/Director Positions: 
 
President – From committee work, John Maher had been nominated and had indicated that he would be willing 
to stand for President. From the floor, Dave Stephenson nominated Nelson Wong but Nelson Wong declined 
and deferred to John Maher. No other nominations for President were forthcoming.  Keith Wilson asked John 
Maher whether he would stand for President and John said that he would. John Maher acclaimed as President 
for 2014-15. 
 
Vice President - From committee work, Vicki Linfitt had been nominated and had indicated that she would be 
willing to stand for Vice President. From the floor, Marilyn Assaf was nominated by John Maher but Marilyn 
Assaf declined. Two other nominations were made supporting Gordon Pascoe and Brian Hicks but both 
members declined. No other nominations for Vice President were forthcoming. Keith Wilson asked Vicki Linfitt 
whether she would stand for Vice President and Vicki Linfitt said that she would. Vicki Linfitt acclaimed as Vice 
President for 2014-15. 
 
Treasurer – From committee work, Stephen Gower had been nominated and had indicated that he would be 
willing to stand for Treasurer. From the floor, Mark Pearce was nominated by John Maher but Mark Pearce 
declined the nomination while at the same time announcing that he would stand again for the Secretary 
position. Also from the floor, Tina Maher nominated Barb Yee but Barb Yee declined and then Tina Maher 
followed with another floor nomination for George Vogt but George Vogt also declined. No other nominations 
for Treasurer were forthcoming. Keith Wilson asked Stephen Gower whether he would stand for Treasurer and 
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Stephen Gower said that he would. Stephen Gower acclaimed as Treasurer for 2014-15. 
 
Secretary –From committee work, no NBDS member had been nominated in this category at the start of the 
AGM. However earlier during the election process, Mark Pearce had indicated that he would stand again for 
Secretary. No other nominations for Secretary were forthcoming from the floor. Keith Wilson asked Mark Pearce 
whether he would stand for Secretary and Mark Pearce said that he would. Mark Pearce acclaimed as Secretary 
for 2014-15. 
 
Directors 2014-15. The NBDS Nominating Committee had also been tasked with asking NBDS members whether 
they would stand for either a Director position (6 available) or perhaps take on a Sub-Committee role to aid the 
club in 2014-15. This inquiry produced 5 NBDS members who had an interest in standing for a Director position. 
These five interested members were: Gordon Pascoe, Debbie Townsend, Nelson Wong, Pinky Wong and Doreen 
Thompson.  Four other Director nominations were made from the floor as follows: Brian Hicks (by John Maher), 
John Burke (by Stephen Gower), Marilyn Assaf (by both John Maher and Doreen Thompson) and Barbara Yee (by 
John Maher).  Keith Wilson closed nominations by asking three more times for any more nominations from the 
floor for a Director position but received none.  At that point, a total of 9 members were found to be standing to 
fill the 6 Director spots. A secret balloting process was then required to determine the result. 
 

Pencils and paper required for a secret ballot were handed out to voting members by Vicki Linfitt and Nelson 
Wong. Voting got underway (9:40 pm).  Deborah Wilson and Dave Stephenson were asked to scrutineer the 
ballot process. Deborah Wilson returned at 9:50 pm with the results.  She reported that there were five (5) clear 
vote winners (Gordon Pascoe, Doreen Thompson, Debbie Townshend, John Burke and Marilyn Assaf).  Deborah 
Wilson then reported that a further secret ballot was required between two other nominated members (Pinky 
Wong and Brian Hicks) to determine the sixth and final Director position. Deborah Wilson asked Pinky Wong and 
Brian Hicks whether they would continue to stand during a subsequent vote and both said they would. Another 
secret ballot commenced.  The final results found that Pinky Wong won the position of the 6th Director. Nelson 
Wong thanked all those who stood for a Director position but were unsuccessful (an idea suggested by David 
Stevenson). 
 
The NBDS Board for 2014-15 was then presented: 
 
President – John Maher 
Vice President – Vicki Linfitt 
Treasurer – Stephen Gower 
Secretary – Mark Pearce 
Directors – Gordon Pascoe, Doreen Thompson, Debbie Townsend, John Burke, Marilyn Assaf, Pinky Wong. 
 
PART 6: Special and Ordinary Resolutions 
 
The 2013-14 NBDS Board proposed one (1) SPECIAL RESOLUTION and one (1) ORDINARY RESOLUTION for 
members to vote and decide on at the 2014 AGM.  
 
SPECIAL RESOLUTION (as proposed in the Agenda; requiring 75% of vote cast): Whereas the working policy of 
the Society does not allow for a 3 months membership grace period at the Society’s dance, and to make our 
bylaw consistent with our working policy BE IT RESOLVED THAT Bylaw 1.10 (c) be deleted in its entirety. 
 
Background: The NBDS membership year coincides with the calendar year. Prior to 2013-14, when new dancers 
or late returning members considered joining NBDS (between October and December of any given year), they 
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were generally offered NBDS membership for the balance of that year plus membership for all of the following 
year. This was a nice incentive to sign up and see benefits immediately during the final months of the current 
year. 
 
During the last year, the NBDS board policy has been that NBDS memberships run from January 1st to December 
31st with no special offerings as noted above. In fact, this greatly simplifies the responsibilities of the door 
persons with regard to initiating memberships at dances. During the past year, both NBDS door volunteers and 
sometimes dance attendees were confused about whether this offering was still in existence. 
 
As the year progressed, Nelson Wong noticed that our Society’s Constitution and Bylaws conflicts with our own 
working policy.  One way thought to address this conflict was to eliminate Bylaw Clause {1.10 (c)} which states: 
‘on having been a member not in good standing for three (3) consecutive months.’  Effectively, by eliminating 
this Bylaw Clause, members would automatically become a member not in good standing as of December 31st of 
each year and would remain so until they re-joined the NBDS by paying their now due membership fee for the 
new year.  This approach was put forward in the Agenda to the NBDS membership to be dealt with by Special 
Resolution made at the 2014 AGM. 
 
The floor was opened for discussion on this topic. After dissecting the wording and intent more thoroughly, John 
Maher summarized for the group that we should really only delete the phrase in Bylaw Clause {1.10 (c)} that 
states ‘for three (3) consecutive months.  This deletion would leave the clause reading: “on having been a 
member not in good standing”.  To that end, an NBDS member therefore would become a member not in good 
standing when they have not paid their current NBDS membership dues. This approach was better thought to 
clear up the ambiguity and make the bylaw match the current working policy. 
 
Amended Motion (proposed by John Maher): Whereas the working policy of the Society does not allow for a 3 
months membership grace period at the Society’s dance, and to make our Bylaw consistent with our working 
policy BE IT RESOLVED THAT Bylaw 1. 10 [c] be amended to read: ‘on having been a member not in good 
standing; or’, deleting the phrase ‘for three (3) consecutive months.’  Carried unanimously. 
 
ORDINARY RESOLUTION (as proposed in the Agenda; requiring simple majority of votes cast): ‘WHEREAS this 
Annual General Meeting has passed resolutions that require updating of the Bylaws, BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Board be directed to make such numbering and formatting changes to the Bylaws as may be reasonably 
required to maintain correct internal sequential numbering and organization.’ 
 
Background: the intent here was to allow the Board to make changes (renumber) to the numbering system 
provided for in the NBDS Constitution and Bylaws. This directive would allow future boards the ability to do 
similar re-numbering (technicality for future use).  No discussion was required. Motion (Keith Wilson), second 
(Mark Pearce). Carried unanimously. 
 
PART 7: New Business 
 
a) Volunteer Incentives/Recognition Report and Draw (Keith Wilson):  
 
Originally scheduled as an item for Section 7 New Business, Nelson Wong had moved this presentation to fill in 
the time waiting for the election secret ballot tabulations. Nelson had asked that Keith Wilson present his 
Volunteer Incentives and Recognition Report. Keith Wilson was willing and did so. 
 
In this report, Keith Wilson explained how the current year’s draw for prizes to recognize volunteer support 
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would work. Keith Wilson's written report (for information purposes only) can be found in the '2014 NBDS AGM 
Report Package.' The results of the draw are also found in the 'Report Package for the 2014 NBDS AGM'. Results: 
10 winners won a free dinner/dance ticket to either the Anniversary Dinner/Dance or the Christmas 
Banquet/Dance. For purposes of these minutes, the winners were for: Bowen (Vicki Linfitt); Nanoose (Bill 
Bailey); IFB Volunteers (Lesley Toombs); Christmas Gala (Brian Hicks); Dance Fest (Pinky Wong); Dance Camp 
(Gordon Pascoe); NBDS Board (Mark Pearce); NBDS Committee Heads (Marilyn Assaf); and Overall (Keith 
Wilson). 
 
b) Club 256 Proposal (John Maher) 
 
John Maher began his presentation outlining the beginnings of Club 256.  In October of 2013, Dave and Norma 
Stevenson had announced that they were discontinuing their ballroom dances on the 2nd Friday of each month 
at Legion 256. Several NBDS members including John Maher felt that this created an opportunity to take over 
this 2nd Friday time slot and provide a social dance that did not conflict with any other scheduled dances.  John 
reported that a few interested NBDS members then met to develop a plan to present to the NBDS board but 
found out later that the NBDS board at the time had determined that the Legion dance floor although nice, was 
not of an adequate size for NBDS purposes. On hearing this, the group of interested NBDS members and others 
decided then to try and hold some social dances independent of NBDS, taking over the Legion booking from the 
Stevenson. Their desire was that the Legion social dances might one day be adopted under the NBDS umbrella. 
 
John Maher then reported that towards the end of 2013, the Legion also became available on the 4th Friday of 
each month. The Club 256 group decided to try holding a 2nd social dance monthly (again not in conflict with 
other dance dates).  John noted that initially the 4th Friday dances focused on strict tempo ballroom dancing but 
attendance was generally lower on those “ballroom” dates compared the “social dance party” dates (2nd 
Fridays). He said that the “Club 256” social dance music profile includes a wide range of dance tunes of which 
65% are ballroom, along with west coast swing, Argentine tango, salsa and many other dance styles. 
 
John Maher noted that a separate bank account was set up to manage funds on behalf of the group, and all 
income and expense items have been documented. He reported that between November 2013 and June 30, 
2014, the newly formed Club 256 held 13 dances with average attendance of 43, and received $5770 in 
admissions, spending $2,286 on hall rent, snacks and instructors, for a net surplus of $3483. 
 
John Maher reported too that NBDS events such as IFB, Dance Camp and Dance Fest had been heavily promoted 
at Club 256 dances during the year. John reported that as of August 2014, the Club 256 organizers (comprised 
mostly of current NBDS members) felt it would be worthwhile to invite NBDS to discuss ways the two groups 
could merge in the future or at least co-operate sometime in the future so that the conflicts between dance 
offerings by different local groups could be avoided. John proposed that he would head up this effort and work 
to coordinate with all groups that plan such events to make sure conflicts between offered dances were 
minimized. 
 
The floor was then opened for questions and comments. 
 
John Burke asked whether dancers attending Club 256 dances who weren’t NBDS members had any interest in 
becoming NBDS members. John Burke said he doesn’t see them at NBDS dances. John Burke suggested that the 
NBDS should promote NBDS Ballroom focused events primarily so that they can attract new members by 
continuing and improving our own dance program only. 
 
Lynn Peachey said that she likes the Club 256 dances but does prefer international ballroom and NBDS offerings 
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better. Marilyn Assaf noted that she likes both NBDS and Club 256 offerings but noted that Club 256 is not really 
a club with members; they just open the door and people come to dance. Marilyn Assaf felt that it would be a 
really good idea for Club 256 to be under the umbrella of NBDS as it would be a good source of new members 
and would provide more easy social dancing opportunities. 
 
Gordon Pascoe reported briefly on his Costin Hall swing dances held monthly. Gordon Pascoe said that he can 
get up to 50 people but that attendance was usually less. Gordon noted that many NBDS members do go to his 
dances at Costin Hall.  Gordon Pascoe noted his great appreciation of the NBDS International dance program but 
offered up that there were many other styles of dancing that people enjoy as well. 
 
Nelson Wong said in reflection of John Burke’s comments, that he was wondering where the people are from 
Club 256. John Maher and other Club 256 supporters present noted that many of the Club 256 dancers were, in 
fact, NBDS members. 
 
Candius Vogt reiterated the aims and objectives of our NBDS Constitution and Bylaws and felt that the NBDS 
Board needs to address all the things including the provision of social dancing opportunities. 
 
John Burke wanted the NBDS board and membership to all do more work on our own promotion, focusing on 
our own aims and objectives with regard to providing quality international ballroom dancing opportunities in 
our area. 
 
Tina Maher gave some perspective on the beginnings of the NBDS and how social dancing was a bigger part of 
the club’s activities than was the focus on competitive dance. 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned 10:45 pm 
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